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sex of fender pr ogram. I pers onally don't think it's the best
sex offender p rogram in t he world because I' ve seen them kick
more people out than have finished. Ho wever, I think it does do
some good, and it can be moved. I f we' re talking about c l osing
the juvenile facility in Omaha, they said them kids are c >ing to
be victimized by the older prisoners. That would be their fault
if t he y d i d be ca u s e th e y wo u l d be put t i ng t hem i n t ha t
population. They can segregate them. They segregate protective
custody. They segregate sex offenders. They segregate p sych
offenders . I t c an be do n e , a nd th a t t r e a t me nt ca n b e don e i n
any one of the other facilities. They p roved it when we moved
NCTC out there. Some things to add: O klahoma's Governor Frank
Keating , a conse r v a t i v e Rep u b l i c an , ha s a s ke d t he pa r ol e
authority in th at state to find 1,000 nonviolent inmates for
release, due to the state's budgetary crisis.

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Do we have a budgetary i.risis? (Laugh)
Ten million dollars. It's hell. We have other states that are
closin g f a c i l i t i e s . Ohi o , I l l i no i s a nd Ut a h hav e c l os ed
prisons. NCSL also repo r ts that Pennsylvania has closed a
prison. I'm suggesting to us, colleagues, that it's time for us
to make a m o ve , t oo , an d I t h i nk we c o u l d do t ha t sa f e l y he r e .
And as far as Don Pederson's amendment, I do support it. T hank
you.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Dwite Pedersen.
Schimek, on the Pederson amendment.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes. Thank you, Mr. President and members. I
feel l i ke t he r e ' s a t r a i n c omi n g d ow n t h e tr a c k s a n d i f we don ' t
al l st op , l ook , and l i s t e n , s ome b o dy i s go i ng t o ge t hur t . I
rise in opposition to the Don Pederson amendment, not because I
don' t t h i nk i t ma ke s t he bi l l b e t t e r , but be c au s e i t ma k e s t he
bil l be t t e r ( l aug h ) an d I d o n ' t wa n t t h e bi l l t o be pa l at ab l e
because I t h i nk t he bi l l i s t he wr o ng b i l l a t t he wr on g t i me .
And I a p p r e c ia t e , I r e a l l y do a pp r e c i a t e , ev e r y t h i n g t h at Dwi t e
Pedersen tries to do to make our correctional system better, and
I agree with him on so many of the issues. But in this instant,
I don ' t t hi nk we ' v e h a d t i m e t o do se r i o u s t h i nk i n g a b ou t w h a t
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